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1. Departure: The Tunnel

The “Universe,” a small word for an idea as well as a conglomeration of places, has become old beyond our ability to visualize an actual age that we tie to a number. It has reached its final moment and now begins to collapse. As the universe we know falls backwards, our vision of reality begins to shrink. As all things begin to hurdle towards the center, our perception of reality becomes smaller. We feel the sensation of being in a tunnel of matter and time. This tunnel is omni-directional. Beings with correct views of life and death now begin their last journey; they ride a wave of matter and time towards a singular entity of infinite mass. The final section represents their joy in the knowledge that the universe will now shortly be reborn into new shapes and new forms of life.

But not all beings are prepared to accept this new reality.

2. Defeat of the Gods (3 Wizards)

The collapse and rebirth of the Universe includes all adjacent realities and realms. All of these places, be they heavenly or hellish, will now be destroyed and reordered. As reality recedes, all remaining gods, be they human, alien, or otherwise, unite in their final attempt to stave off the end of all they know. These gods join and then manifest as three great wizards with powers never before seen in this fading realm. Now, the universe’s great spirit, consciousness, will, or whatever term our limited minds choose to call it, manifests faceless drones to finally throw down these remaining realities. These drones have but one intent; pure and utter destruction all things. The first wizard falls quickly as the drones tear down his refuge. The second wizard, more powerful, melds the arcane teaching and power of  billions upon billions of dead races to shower the drones with an attack that is beyond the ability of a mere spoken language to describe. He falls. Now, the final wizard comes forth. Manifested from the anger and desperation of the remaining gods, he becomes a towering wizard king with the power to shatter reality. He binds the power of all gods into a pure sorcery, the likes of which even the oldest of the gods has never seen. Shafts of an incalculable power, both beautiful and terrible at the same time, now assail the will of the universe. He twists and manipulates sorcery, mathematics, and cosmology into a crushing science without a name; for if even a word could be attached to such a monstrosity, the mere sound of it could shatter dimensions. He reaches his crescendo as the drones smash down his final refuge; a fortress of pure arcane power, will, and intent. His final thrust is one of such magnitude that the first line of drones vanishes in total dissolution. The great wizard is now spent and falls. The nearest line of drones surrounds him while the others begin to tear down his bastion. They behold him for a moment as he lay before them. And then his energy is suddenly and mercilessly snuffed out.

3. The Foundation of Science.

Upon the defeat of the third wizard, all reality ceases to exist. The universe and all it contains is now located in an area so tiny yet infinite that even imagination has no place there. The heart of reality beats once more. Now, new laws and possibilities begin to swirl like the airborne aspects of thought. These are the shapes of future ideas and discoveries. All laws of this unknown future science, completely different from any physical laws that our universe may have known, now take shape. They must. For how can the new universe take form without laws in which to build upon?  

4. The Bridge

As the universe begins its reformation, all that remains of sentient beings are energies and volition. As there are now no bodies to house these thought remnants, these beings find themselves in a realm that has neither shape nor form. As they cannot find a common frame of reference in this realm without true form, reflections of memories take shape. All beings now find themselves running in a vast forest. They are making for what they perceive to be a bridge back to a reality that can be understood. The forest has perils. Many confused and evil beings beset them on their journey and they run as fast they believe they are able. To some, the bridge indeed comes closer, to others, no matter how fast they travel, the bridge remains far ahead in the endless mist. 

5. Cavern of Souls

And now, untold numbers have crossed the bridge. But where are they? The universe has no need, yet, of creatures to wonder at its new design. The time of beings is billions of billions of years from this time. And so they must wait. The short phrases of the guitar translate as infinite discontent and seemingly endless wandering in a giant space without walls; a place where one walks in a straight line forever and finds himself back where he started. But is it truly forever? Or is it just a tiny fraction of time that the universe barely notices?  The names of these beings hardly matters. Whether they are referred to as souls, spirits, aspects, or simply a wordless understanding, they do exist and the universe has need of them. For how could they even be if the universe did not have some use for them?
6. Arrival: Decay of the False Vacuum

The Universe is reborn into new shapes and sequences that its former inhabitants could not imagine. Now, harmony once again rules as reality expands to fill…what? The universe and all it encompasses moves into a space. Yet nothing exists beyond its outermost waves. This paradox is the false vacuum. Is it real? Is there truly any space beyond the moving border of reality? And if so, what would such a space be called? Further, if it does indeed exist, then why wasn’t it destroyed along with all other realities upon the collapse of the vast universe and its corresponding dimensions? As this vacuum decays, new creatures take shape and, in time, new ideas manifest. The cavern of souls is once again emptied to fill an ever expanding new reality. New gods appear and begin, for better or worse, their battle to rule the minds and dreams of sentient beings; all the while knowing that one day, all their works will be totally forgotten and they will once again submit to the unending cycle of this, our reality. The universe is now reborn once again, as it must be. And in some form,

You will be there as well.

Steven G. Williams

Performance Notes for those who care about such things.

DECAY was recorded with a single guitar. That would be my trusty Ibanez Prestige RG 1570 with Dimarzio pickups.  (Bridge-Super Distortion, M-True Velvet, Neck-Steve’s Special) (not Steve as in me, that is some other Steve who plays guitar)
I used Guitar Rig 4 for most of the sounds. However, there are a few places where Amplitube 3 made a quick appearance.

For DEFEAT and DECAY, I used a reissue MXR Phase 90 (script) straight into Guitar Rig.

There are no keyboards on the CD. The high pitched reflections on FOUNDATION were done with a wonderful device called a grain delay. Again, it can be found in Guitar Rig 4.

There is no bass on the CD. I played the bass parts with my RG and turned the tone all the way off. The sound was then routed though a modeled Ampeg bass amp. I call this concoction a G BASS. (see, G stands for guitar)
I think there is one spot where I used my EVH Phaser, with the cool paint, on DECAY. Again, just straight into the board.

DECAY OF THE FALSE VACUUM was recorded with Sonar LE on a 64 Bit 

Windows 7 DIY tower that I built. It has AMD chips. The guitar went to Sonar through a UA-1G.

These were the tools that I had, so I used them.

The CD took two months to record. The oldest song is actually The Tunnel, I have had it for years. The final song was Decay of the False Vacuum.

The CD was mastered in T RACKS.

MORE THAN YOU WANTED TO KNOW

There are no more than 6 tracks on any song. Many pros have asked how it sounds so big. Most of the songs are only 5 tracks. There are no effects on most of the tracks.

The guitar was recorded before lunch, late at night, a few times while someone was actually standing next to me, and during a typhoon.

I did not double track anything.

No clowns were harmed during the recording of this work.

And of course,

Go to

www.stevengwilliams.com
for news.

I am already working on the next one.
